





Land Use Chapter

Time Frame: Ongoing

SS.I-13: Continue to promote the development of
renewable energy production in the Collinsville
area. Renewable energy should be considered in
the development of the Water Dependent
Industrial area. Maintain an agricultural or marsh
buffer between homes in Collinsville and any future
industrial uses to mitigate visual impacts, glare,
noise, and particulates.

Related Policy: SS.P-33
Agency/Department: Department of Resource Management
Funding Source: General Fund

Time Frame: Ongoing

Old Town Cordelia

Old Town Cordelia is located in

centfral Solano County in an

unincorporated area of the

County, located just outside of

the Fairfield city limits (Figure SS-

6). Cordelia is and has

historically been located at the

crossroads of several important

fransportation  routes. It s

located near the head of

Cordelia Slough (also known as

Green Valley Creek), a

navigable waterway that leads to Suisun Bay; on the main line of the
Union Pacific Railroad (formerly the Southern Pacific Railroad); and next to
the junction of three highways—Interstate 80 (I-80) running east-west,
Interstate 680 (I-680) running north-south, and SR 12.

Old Town Cordelia is situated between the wetlands of the Suisun Marsh
and the agricultural lands of the Green Valley. The town is clearly defined
aft its western boundary by [-680, which also serves as a visual and physical
barrier for the community. Cordelia is surrounded by the city of Fairfield on
its northern, western, and eastern boundaries, and Suisun Marsh lies just
south of the community. The California Department of Transportation
conducted an inventory and evaluation of Old Town Cordelia in 1988 and
determined that the historic district met the criteria to be listed in the
National Register of Historic Places. Thirty-three structures—24 single-family
residences, three farmsteads, and six commercial or civic structures—from
the period of 1870-1934 were identified as confributing to the district’s
historic significance.
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Community Involvement Process

Three community meetings were held in Cordelia in summer 2007. Based
on the input received atf these three meetings, goals, policies, and a
recommended land use diagram were established for Cordelia. The
recommended land use diagram was further refined by the Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors. The goal and policies are described
below, and the land uses are shown in Figure SS-6. During the course of
the three community workshops for Old Town Cordelia the following were
recurring themes.

Traffic

There was general consensus in the community that more action needed
to be taken to address large volumes of cut-through fraffic and speeding
that is occurring, especially on Cordelia Road and Bridgeport Avenue. The
community expressed concerns about safety and the desire to maintain
the community’s small town, rural-residential character and quality of life.
The community also expressed interest in having traffic undulations or
other traffic calming designs installed in the neighborhood that would cut
down fraffic speeds and the amount of cut-through traffic within the
community.

Flooding

Concerns regarding flooding and how fo prevent future flooding
occurrences were expressed. Residents aftributed the frequency of
flooding to the new developments that have been taking place in
Fairfield and to urban runoff originating from the 1-680 freeway. Sources of
local flooding were thought to be from the Jameson Canyon Creek, the
Green Valley Creek, and Dan Wilson Creek. Residents emphasized the
necessity for all new future development to manage its own water flows
to pre-existing condition levels. There was also concern regarding the
decreased depth of the Green Valley Creek channel over time and its
future carrying capacity. Residents also asked the County to modernize
and improve the existing drainage infrastructure systemes.

Historic Preservation/Loss of Significant Historic Structures

The historic identity of Old Town Cordelia was a quality of the community
that most residents valued and wanted to preserve and enhance.
Disappointment was expressed regarding the loss of the old elementary
school, which many residents attended, and the lack of action on the
part of the County to preserve the old school site. The community was
also interested in finding out what resources could be made available to
assist owners with the maintenance and upkeep of their historic homes
and wanted to learn more about the pros and cons of establishing Old
Town Cordelia as a historic district and the other historic preservation
options that may be considered. Suggestions included having more
community events to celebrate the history of the community and the idea
of a historic walking path with interpretative signs and plagues to educate
and share that history with the community. The abandoned middle school
site in the north-west quadrant of the community was also suggested as a
potential historic site. Former students of the school indicated that the
gymnasium building was built by the hands of the students themselves.

Page LU-77



Land Use Chapter

Streetscape and Bike Trail Improvements

Questions arose regarding a proposed bike frail improvement project on
Cordelia Road that the County had won a planning grant from the
Meftropolitan Transportation Commission to study. The community had
mixed reactions regarding the potential benefits of the bike trail. Residents
liked the idea of the streetscape improvements that would result from the
frail improvements at Cordelia Road, but also expressed an interest in
seeing similar streetscape improvements on Bridgeport Avenue and other
streets in the community.

Potential Future Uses, Growth and Development

When asked about future land uses, the community favored maintaining
the current rural residential character but had mixed opinions about the
amount and nature of future commercial development they thought
would be appropriate and viable for Old Town Cordelia.

Goals and Policies

The following goal and policies were developed based on community
input. These policies and programs, in combination with the land use
diagram will be used to evaluate and direct the County’s planning and
capital improvements within Old Town Cordelia.

Goal

$8.G-4: Protect and maintain the historic community of Cordelia
while providing opportunities for appropriate future
development.

Policies

SS.P-28: Prevent the loss of significant historic buildings and
structures and support incentives that encourage individual
property owners to preserve the historic character of Old
Town Cordelia properties and to learn about the history of
the town.

SS.P-29: Ensure that any future development is appropriately
designed and scaled to fit in with the community’s historic
context.
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SS.P-30: Support plans and policies that reduce the traffic impacts
on Old Town Cordelia.

SS.P-31: Work with local residents, the City of Fairfield, water
agencies, and the Fairfield Unified School District to
complete improvements to infrastructure, recreational
facilities, and other public facilities in Old Town Cordelia,
including flood prevention infrastructure, a neighborhood
park, and streetscape improvements and street furniture.

SS.P-32: Work with the City of Fairfield and other water and
resource agencies to monitor recurring flooding in Old
Town Cordelia and the performance of Cordelia Slough to
determine whether it is functioning and will continue to
function at a safe carrying capacity.

Implementation Programs

Funding, Physical Improvements, and Capital Projects

SS.I-14: Support plans and policies that reduce the traffic
impacts on Old Town Cordelia. Ensure that future
improvements to regional roadways avoid
additional fraffic impacts on Old Town Cordelia by
diverting traffic to alternate routes. Encourage the
use of fraffic calming features on Cordelia Road
and Bridgeport Avenue that slow or divert pass-
through traffic, but do not compromise public
safety or emergency access. Provide for
convenient and appropriately scaled local
neighborhood  services and  family-oriented
commercial uses without creating additional traffic
or parking needs.

Related Policy: SS.P-30

Agency/Department: Department of Resource Management

Funding Source: General Fund; Grant funds
Time Frame: Ongoing
SS.I-15: Work with local residents, the City of Fairfield, water

agencies, resource agencies, and the Fairfield
Unified School District to complete improvements to
infrastructure and public facilities in Old Town
Cordelia, including flood prevention infrastructure,
a neighborhood park (possibly on the site of the
former Green Valley Middle School), and
streetscape improvements and street furniture, and
to enhance the community’'s recreational
resources. Work with the water agencies to monitor
recurring flooding in Old Town Cordelia and the

Page LU-79



Land Use Chapter

Related Policies:
Agency/Department:
Funding Source:

Time Frame:

performance of Cordelia Slough to determine
whether it is functioning and will confinue to
function at a safe carrying capacity. Work with
resource agencies to resolve current and future
sediment loads, downstream flooding issues, and silt
deposits on properties and in sloughs downstream
to protect fish and wildlife resources, downstream
habitat, and property. Work with the school district
to determine desirable future uses for the vacant
former Green Valley Middle School site.

SS.P-31, SS.P-32
Department of Resource Management
General Fund

Ongoing

SS.I-16:

Related Policies:
Agency/Department:
Funding Source:

Time Frame:

Design a uniform system of signage and street
furniture emphasizing a historic theme and/or using
traditional materials and forms from Old Town
Cordelia. In coordination with  streetscape
improvements, signs and street furniture should be
compatible with their  surroundings and
opportunities for outdoor dining should be
encouraged.

SS.P-29, SS.P-31
Department of Resource Management
General Fund

Ongoing

Ongoing Planning Efforts, Public Outreach, and Education

SS.I-17:

Related Policy:
Agency/Department:
Funding Source:

Time Frame:
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Work with the community to study the potential for
new infill standards, design guidelines, and/or
economic incentives to ensure that any future
development is appropriately designed and scaled
to fit in with the community’s historic context.
SS.P-29

Department of Resource Management

General Fund; Grant funds

Ongoing
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SS.I-18: Prevent the loss of significant historic buildings and
structures and study incentives that encourage
individual property owners to preserve the historic
character of Old Town Cordelia.

Related Policy: SS.P-28

Agency/Department: Department of Resource Management

Funding Source: General Fund; Grant funds

Time Frame: Ongoing
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